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This won't sit well: 
NJ Transit proposes 
new fare increases 


How a fee could generate 
$1.9 billion for NJ Transit’s share 
of the Hudson River rail tunnels 


EY 


$1.70 


Amount the per-trip 
surcharge would jump 


$0.90 


Per-trip surcharge city 
rail commuters would pay, 


starting in 2020 to in 2028 


$2.20 


Amount the per-trip 
surcharge would jump 
to in 2038 


Agency would hit New York-bound commuters with per-trip surcharge 
for years to come, raising $1.9 billion to finance tunnel construction 


Staff and wire reports 


New York-bound rail commuters would pay increasingly 
more per trip over the next two decades to finance the state’s 
share of construction costs for the new $12.9 billion Hudson 
River rail tunnels under a plan by NJ Transit. 

A Wednesday letter from NJ Transit to the federal Depart- 
ment of Transportation outlines the plan, under which city 
rail commuters would pay a 90-cent per-trip surcharge to 


fund the tunnel project starting in 2020. 


The surcharge would jump to $1.70 in 2028, and to $2.20 


in 2038. 


The fee would generate $1.9 billion for NJ Transit’s share 


of the project, according to the letter. 


Democratic Gov.-elect Phil Murphy, who will replace 
term-limited Republican Chris Christie next month, imme- 


diately took issue with the decision to raise fares. 
“Td like to know whether there were alternatives that did 
not involve further fare hikes and if so why they were not 


pursued?” he said. “This is the type of deal that tells you a lot 


about why people are frustrated with politics. You wait until 
the last minute to take action, and then you settle for some 
deal that got cut in a back room somewhere so that one side 


or one politician or another gets a win without regard for the 


impact that it may have.” 


Murphy said once he is sworn in, “We’ll review the appli- 
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cation and see if there is any way to provide additional 
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WASHINGTON 


FCC gives 
big win to 
internet 

providers 


Party-line vote ends rule 
meant to ensure that all web 
traffic is treated equally 


Tali Arbel and Barbara Ortutay 
Associated Press 


The Federal Communications Commis- 
sion repealed the Obama-era “net neutral- 
ity” rules Thursday, giving internet service 
providers like Verizon, Comcast and AT&T 
a free hand to slow or block websites and 
apps as they see fit or charge more for faster 
speeds. 

In a straight party-line vote of 3-2, the 
Republican-controlled FCC junked the 
longtime principle that said all web traf- 
fic must be treated equally. The move rep- 
resents a radical departure from a decade 
of federal oversight. 

The push toward eliminating the rules 
has touched off protests and stirred fears 
among consumer advocates and ordinary 
Americans that cable and phone compa- 
nies will be able to control what people see 
and do online. On Thursday, about 60 dem- 
onstrators gathered in the bitter chill in 
Washington to protest the FCC’s expected 
decision. 

But the broadband industry has prom- 
ised that the internet experience for the 
public isn’t going to change. 

The telecommunications companies lob- 
bied hard to overturn the rules, contend- 
ing they are heavy-handed and discourage 
investment in broadband networks. 

“What is the FCC doing today?” asked 
FCC chairman Ajit Pai, a Republican. 
“Quite simply, we are restoring the light- 
touch framework that has governed the 
internet for most of its existence.” 

The FCC vote is unlikely to be the last 
word. Opponents of the move plan legal 
challenges, with New York’s attorney gen- 
eral vowing to lead a multistate lawsuit, 
and some hope to make it an issue in the 
2018 midterm elections. There is also hope 
that Congress might overturn the FCC 
SEE INTERNET, 8 


STATEHOUSE 


Lawmakers revive plan to raise 
pensions for some elected officials 


Brent Johnson For The Star-Ledger 


State lawmakers have resurrected con- 
troversial legislation that would allow some 
elected officials in New Jersey — including 
the well-connected outgoing mayor of Cam- 
den — to collect larger pensions. 

It’s being fast-tracked in the state Legisla- 
ture’s lame-duck session before a new gov- 
ernor and set of legislators take office next 
month. 

If signed into law, the bill would permit 
certain politicians — such as Camden Mayor 
Dana Redd, a Democrat who is allied with 
both top Democratic leaders and Republi- 
can Gov. Chris Christie — to re-enroll in the 
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Public Employees Retirement System after 
being kicked out because they switched 
elected positions. 

A similar bill died shortly after being 
introduced in 2014 amid an outcry. But four 
days after the new version was introduced, 
the state Senate’s Budget Committee took 
about a minute Thursday, without debate, 
to advance the measure by a 9-2 vote, with 
one abstention. 

The crux of the issue is a 2007 law that 
stipulated all newly elected officials be 
placed in a less generous “defined contri- 
bution” pension plan similar to a 401(k). 
Incumbent elected officials at the time 
SEE PENSION, 13 
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MEDIA 


How Disney-Fox megamerger 
changes entertainment landscape 


Steven Zeitchik Washington Post 


The Walt Disney Co., an entertainment 
firm as sprawling as one of its landmark 
theme parks, has pulled off one of the larg- 
est media mergers in history by acquiring 
the majority of assets from rival 21st Cen- 
tury Fox. 

The announcement resets the Holly- 
wood power grid. Disney, the nation’s larg- 
est studio by box office returns and the 
company behind the Marvel and “Star 
Wars” franchises, is acquiring Fox, the 
third-largest studio by that metric, known 
for the blockbuster “X-Men” and “Avatar” 
franchises as well as a host of midbudget 
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HOMEHELPER MORTGAGE 


crowd-pleasers and critically acclaimed 
films. 

It also brings brands such as FX, National 
Geographic and “The Simpsons” into the 
same fold as ESPN and ABC, all part of Dis- 
ney’s gamble that a beefed-up company will 
be better equipped to tackle a slew of Silicon 
Valley giants. 

Disney will pay $52.4 billion for Fox, 
which for its part will spin off Fox broad- 
cast networks, the Fox News Channel and 
Fox Business Channel, the Fox studio lot 
in Los Angeles and several national sports 
channels, leaving them in the hands of 21st 
Century Fox chairman Rupert Murdoch and 
SEE DISNEY, 6 
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COUNTY & HOUSEHOLD INCOME LIMITATIONS: 


% Bergen/Passaic/Hudson/Middlesex: $58,960 
2. g9 9g O O Essex/Sussex/Morris/Hunterdon/Union/Somerset: $79,840 
bie e Mercer: $76,320 


3.012% 


$4.21 per $1,000 borrowed 


2.990% 
3.022% 


NO APPLICATION FEE » 10% DOWN WITH NO PMI 
REFINANCING AVAILABLE 


$5.54 per $1,000 borrowed 
D Headquarters: 611 River Drive, Elmwood Park, NJ 07407 
SPENCER SAVINGS BANK SLA 21 Branches throughout New Jersey - 1-800-363-8115 - spencersavings.com 


APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Above rales, APRs and terms apply to NJ 1-family and 2-family, owner-occupied contract sales and refinances in amounts up to $417,000 pa 
on properties in the counties listed above. (Please contact us for rate information on 2-family loans up to $533,850.) Private Mortgage Insurance is available for down FDIC 
payments less than 10%. Rates are subject to change without notice. The APR may vary. Payments shown do not include applicable taxes and insurance. Actual payment g =} 
obligation will be greater. Property Insurance required. Flood Insurance may be required. Fees: Attorney Review Fee is $325. All loans are subject to credit approval. 
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